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- SUBJECT:, EXECUTION OF GHAZI MOHAMMED, SADR GHAZI AND SEIF GHAZI,
= i-ws  FORMER KURDISH LEADERS.

‘THE HONORABLE

THE SECRETARY OF STATE,

WASHINGTON.

t=$/00° 168

Sir:

s

I have the horor to transmit for the files of the Department
1./ photographs (enclosure No. 1) which were taken at Mahabad, Azer-
baijan on March 31, 1947 of the execution of Ghazi. Mohammed, leader
of the Kurdish autonomous movement, Sadr Ghazi, former Kurdish
Deputy in the Iranian Majlis, and Seif Ghazi, so-called Minister
of War of the Kurdish movement. Alsc transmitted as enclosure
2./ No. 2 is the communique of General Homayouni anncuncing the execu~
tion. The announcement did not become generally known until the
following day, April 1, when it was given out over Tabriz radio.

[ EPRODUCED AT THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES ..~ __

[

Y There was no previous indication of the execution. In fact
it was generally believed that Prime Minister Qavam did not intend
to exact the death penalty.  The sentence appears to have been
carried out directly by the army and the Shah. On the night before
the Ghazis were hung an early curfew was declared-and soldiers
with machine guns were stationed on the roofs around the public e
square. It is stated that the gallows were erected during the ;¥
night and that the sentence was carried out at 5:00 a.m., not at -

6:00 as reported in the communique. On the morming of March 31 !
the people of Mahabad awoke to find the Kurdish leaders hanging .
in the public sguare. From one of the photographs it can be seen 1
that the place of exeuction was heavily guarded. e

It is reliably reported that the night before their execution
the Ghazis were taken Lo the wash-house and told to write theire,.
wills. Chagi Mohammed and Sadr Ghazi were trembling so much thi
they could not write, but Seif Ghazi wrote out his last wishes
his own hand and cursed his jailers all the way to the gallows. .y
Sadr Ghazi is reported to have directed his wife to remain in s
Penran and to bring up his children there, away from the: troubl ¥
environment of Kurdistan. - -

~
Since the execution I have on several occasions exprassed td o L.
local officials the distaste and disgust with which Americans - s
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Enclosure No. 2 to Tabriz
Despatch No. 22 of April 19,
1947,

To the Headquarters of the Kurdistan Forces:- e

"' Since the end of the 20th year (1941-42) Mohammed Ghazi,, Abol~
ghassem Sadr Ghazi and Mohammed Hosein Seif Ghazi were engaged in
a geries of intrigues and agitations against the security arst order
of their area. They gave themselves such a degree of freedom of
action as to attack the police headquarters of Mahabad and pillage
it;-to shoot 5 policemen and destroy all the records of the police
office wherein their criminal dossiers were kept. They were the
- cause of the killing of Mahmoodyan, a mercahnt of Mahabad, and of
- Ghazizadeh, Chief of the Statistics Department. Mohammed Ghazi co-
operated with his brother Sadr Ghazi, who outwardly was the represen-
tative of Mahabad to the Majlis, but in reality was the true englheer
of the plans for separation from Iran, ~In order to accomplish his
secret plans, Sadr Ghazi caused the expulsion from Mahabad of all the
Chiefs of Government Departments. On the 2ith of Azer, 1324 he had
the Iranian tricalor torn from the roofs of government buildings and
had' it- replaced with the "flag of Kurdistan". On the 2nd day of Bahman,
132/ Mohammed Ghazi declared himslef "President of-the Kurdish Autono-
mous State". He appointed a number of traitorous men as his ministers
to accomplish his personal plans for his autonomous Kurdistan. He or-
ganized strong units from among his own and Barzani Kurds to fight the
central army units, He distributed arms among the people and sent them
to the Sakkiz and Sardasht fronts. Despite repeated invitations by the
. Kurdistan army authorities to Mchammed Ghazi's men to give up, the Kurds
would not obey. The Central Authorities from Tehran also tried to per-
suade them to give up their traitorous acts, but nothing came of it,
and they continued in their hostile attitude. In the middle of Azer,
1325 when the Kurdistan Forces began to move into Azerbaijan, these
‘Kabdish chiefs had conferences and lectured in mosques encouraging the
people to resist, but the fast progress of the army gave them no chance
to realize their plans. Subsequently they were arrested and came face
to face with justice. Their dossiers were turned over to a military
tribunal and the tribunal found them guilty and sentenced them to death.
Their cases were reviewed, but the revision only confirmed their sen-
tence, and by the approval of His Majesty the King the sentence was
carried out at 6 o'clock on the 10th of Farwardin (31st March, 1947) at
Mahabad .

GENERAL HOMAYOUNI

Commander of the 4th Army of Kurdistan.
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